
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H1345 March 6, 2008 
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 

OF H.R. 2857, GENERATIONS IN-
VIGORATING VOLUNTEERISM 
AND EDUCATION ACT 

Ms. MATSUI. Madam Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 1015 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1015 
Resolved, That at any time after the adop-

tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2857) to reau-
thorize and reform the national service laws. 
The first reading of the bill shall be dis-
pensed with. All points of order against con-
sideration of the bill are waived except those 
arising under clause 9 or 10 of rule XXI. Gen-
eral debate shall be confined to the bill and 
shall not exceed one hour equally divided 
and controlled by the chairman and ranking 
minority member of the Committee on Edu-
cation and Labor. After general debate the 
bill shall be considered for amendment under 
the five-minute rule. It shall be in order to 
consider as an original bill for the purpose of 
amendment under the five-minute rule the 
amendment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on Education 
and Labor now printed in the bill. The com-
mittee amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute shall be considered as read. All points 
of order against the committee amendment 
in the nature of a substitute are waived ex-
cept those arising under clause 10 of rule 
XXI. Notwithstanding clause 11 of rule 
XVIII, no amendment to the committee 
amendment in the nature of a substitute 
shall be in order except those printed in the 
report of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution. Each such amend-
ment may be offered only in the order print-
ed in the report, may be offered only by a 
Member designated in the report, shall be 
considered as read, shall be debatable for the 
time specified in the report equally divided 
and controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, shall not be subject to amendment, 
and shall not be subject to a demand for divi-
sion of the question in the House or in the 
Committee of the Whole. All points of order 
against such amendments are waived except 
those arising under clause 9 or 10 of rule XXI. 
At the conclusion of consideration of the bill 
for amendment the Committee shall rise and 
report the bill to the House with such 
amendments as may have been adopted. Any 
Member may demand a separate vote in the 
House on any amendment adopted in the 
Committee of the Whole to the bill or to the 
committee amendment in the nature of a 
substitute. The previous question shall be 
considered as ordered on the bill and amend-
ments thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except one motion to recom-
mit with or without instructions. 

SEC. 2. During consideration in the House 
of H.R. 2857 pursuant to this resolution, not-
withstanding the operation of the previous 
question, the Chair may postpone further 
consideration of the bill to such time as may 
be designated by the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
TAUSCHER). The gentlewoman from 
California is recognized for 1 hour. 

Ms. MATSUI. Madam Speaker, for 
the purpose of debate only, I yield the 
customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. LINCOLN 
DIAZ-BALART). All time yielded during 

consideration of this rule is for debate 
only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. MATSUI. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
be given 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks on 
House Resolution 1015. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. MATSUI. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

House Resolution 1015 provides for 
consideration of House Resolution 2857, 
the Generations Invigorating Vol-
unteerism and Education, or GIVE, Act 
under a structured rule. The rule pro-
vides 1 hour of general debate con-
trolled by the Committee on Education 
and Labor. The rule waives all points 
of order against consideration of the 
bill except clauses 9 and 10 of rule XXI. 
The rule makes in order the Education 
and Labor Committee-reported sub-
stitute as an original bill for the pur-
pose of amendment. 

The rule makes in order 11 amend-
ments, which are listed in the Rules 
Committee report accompanying the 
resolution. Each amendment is debat-
able for 10 minutes. The rule also pro-
vides one motion to recommit, with or 
without instructions. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of a vital piece of legislation, leg-
islation that directly affects all of our 
communities and the lives of millions 
of Americans; legislation that 
strengthens our communities, helps 
educate our future generations, teaches 
our youth to prepare for and respond to 
unthinkable tragedies, and fosters the 
growth of respect and compassion 
throughout our entire society. 

The Corporation for National Com-
munity Service estimates that in 2006 
the national service participants pro-
vided the Nation with nearly $4 billion 
worth of service projects. The GIVE 
Act reauthorizes our country’s invest-
ment in community service and vol-
unteerism. 

As co-chair of the National Service 
Caucus, it is a pleasure to call atten-
tion to the tremendous work of those 
involved at every level and in every 
program of the corporation. 

Madam Speaker, service and vol-
unteerism are the bedrock of our emer-
gency preparedness and national secu-
rity. In times of strife, the American 
people have always shown a spirit of 
service and ingenuity. Investing in 
service and volunteer programs pre-
pares us to handle any crisis. We must 
focus on building our national capac-
ity, and harnessing the enterprising 
spirit of the American people is a good 
way to do so. In the wake of a catas-
trophe, a first responder is likely to be 
a civilian. A neighbor is likely to be 
the first one to provide assistance. By 
building up our service and volunteer 
programs, we are taking proactive 
steps to bolster our national security 

and capability to weather a disaster 
now and in the years to come. 

We saw firsthand the importance of 
having trained volunteers in the wake 
of the 2005 hurricanes. These forever 
changed thousands of lives and commu-
nities in the gulf coast. We watched as 
men and women mourned their loved 
ones and remembered the lives they 
once had. We also witnessed an out-
pouring of support and compassion 
from individuals who were touched by 
this immense tragedy. 

Following the devastation in the gulf 
coast, more than 92,000 national service 
volunteers contributed over 3.5 million 
hours of service to the recovery effort. 
They repaired neighborhoods. They re-
built lives. Our national service par-
ticipants have also applied their exper-
tise towards training local community 
volunteers, further expanding the net-
work of effective workers to 260,000 
people. 

The assistance from volunteers fol-
lowing the devastating storms rep-
resents only one example of the many 
accomplishments that our service vol-
unteers achieve every single day. 
Through programs such as AmeriCorps 
State and National, Volunteers in 
Service to America, and National Civil-
ian Community Corps, AmeriCorps vol-
unteers address critical needs in our 
communities. 

When I am home in Sacramento, I am 
reminded by my constituents of the 
great work done by AmeriCorps NCCC 
volunteers. AmeriCorps NCCC members 
are disaster trained and available for 
immediate deployment in the event of 
a natural disaster anywhere within the 
United States, as they were to the gulf 
coast. In fact, NCCC teams have re-
sponded to every national disaster 
since the program was established. 

Over $26 million worth of hurricane 
recovery resources have come from 
AmeriCorps NCCC alone, which is more 
than we spent on the entire program 
nationwide. This is quite a return on 
our investment. 

The GIVE Act will strengthen the 
emergency preparedness and response 
training of our country’s NCCC partici-
pants. The changes will also help the 
program continue to grow. Recently, 
the corporation added two new cam-
puses, one in Iowa and one in Mis-
sissippi. 

The GIVE Act recognizes the work of 
every volunteer in this country. It 
seeks to reach out to more people to 
greatly expand the number of volun-
teers across this country. Our bill will 
expand AmeriCorps membership from 
75,000 to 100,000 by 2012. The bill seeks 
to tap the growing pool of baby 
boomers reaching retirement that wish 
to continue serving their country by 
lowering the age of participation in 
Senior Corps to 55 from 60 years old. 
Equally important is that the bill har-
nesses the energy of future generations 
in addition to the baby boomers. 

Engaging our youth early on is vi-
tally important to the safety of our 
communities and the lives of our chil-
dren. The Summer of Service program 
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